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Christians and War

l. Introduction

Il. Christian Pacifism

a.

Early Church

Tertullian:

Origen:

“But now the inquiry is made about this point, whether a believer may turn himself unto
military service, and whether the military may be admitted unto the faith, even the rank
and file, or each inferior grade, to whom there is no necessity for taking part in sacrifices
of capital punishments”

(43)

There is no agreement between the divine and the human sacrament, the standard of
Christ and the standard of the devil, the camp of light and the camp of darkness. One
soul cannot be due to two masters—God and Caesar ... But how will a Christian man
war, nay, how will he serve even in peace, without the sword, which the Lord has taken
away? ... the Lord, afterward, in disarming Peter, unbelted every soldier (43-44).

“...as we by our prayers vanquish all demons who stir up war, and lead to the violation
of oaths, and disturb the peace, we in this way are much more helpful to the kings than
those who go into the field to fight for them. And we do take our part in public affairs,
when along with righteous prayers we join self-denying exercises and meditations,
which teach us to despise pleasures, and not to be led away by them. And non fight
better for the king than we do. We do not indeed fight under him, although he require
it; but we fight on his behalf, forming a special army—an army of piety—by offering our
prayers to God.



b. Anabaptists
Menno Simmons:

Peter was commanded to sheathe his sword. All Christians are commanded to love
their enemies; to do good unto those who abuse and persecute them; to give the
mantle when the cloak is taken, the other cheek when one is struck. Tell me, how can a
Christian defend scripturally retaliation, rebellion, war, striking, slaying, torturing,
stealing, robbing and plundering and burning cities, and conquering countries? ... O
beloved reader, our weapons are not swords and spears, but patience, silence, and
hope, and the Word of God. With these we must maintain our heavy warfare and fight
our battle.

Sermon on the Mount:

Matthew 5:1-12 !Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. * "Blessed are those
who mourn, for they shall be comforted. > "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth. ® "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall
be satisfied. ’ "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. ® "Blessed are
the pure in heart, for they shall see God. % "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall
be called sons of God. '° "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness'
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 1 q "Blessed are you when others revile
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. *
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.



Matthew 5:21-24 *' § "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not

' 22 But | say to you that

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.
everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his
brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the
hell of fire. » So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, ** leave your gift there before the altar and go. First

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

Matthew 5:38-49 > §| "You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth
for a tooth.' *? But | say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone slaps you
on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.

Matthew 5:43-45 ** € "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor

' # But | say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who

and hate your enemy.
persecute you, *° so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the

unjust.

lll. War in Scripture

Luke 3:12-14 2 Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, "Teacher, what
shall we do?" ** And he said to them, "Collect no more than you are authorized to do."
% Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what shall we do?" And he said to them, "Do not
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your
wages."

Luke 7:2-9 ? Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of death, who
was highly valued by him. 3 When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him
elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. * And when they came to
Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, "He is worthy to have you do this for
him, ° for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our synagogue." ° And



Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the centurion sent friends,
saying to him, "Lord, do not trouble yourself, for | am not worthy to have you come
under my roof. ’ Therefore | did not presume to come to you. But say the word, and let
my servant be healed. 8 For | too am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me:
and | say to one, 'Go,' and he goes; and to another, 'Come,' and he comes; and to my
servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." ° When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him,
and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, "l tell you, not even in Israel have |
found such faith."

Romans 13:3-4 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have
no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, * for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.

IV. Just War Tradition
Augustine:

“Peace should be the object of your desire; war should be waged only as a necessity,
and waged only that God may by it deliver men from the necessity and preserve them in
peace. For peace is not sought in order to the kindling of war, but war is waged in order
that peace may be obtained. Therefore, even in waging war, cherish the spirit of a
peacemaker, that, by conquering those whom you attack, you may lead them back to
the advantages of peace.” Augustine, Letter to Count Boniface

“A great deal depends on the causes for which men undertake wars, and on the
authority they have for doing so; for the natural order which seeks the peace of
mankind, ordains that the monarch should have the power of undertaking war if he
thinks it advisable, and that the soldiers should perform their military duties in behalf f
the peace and safety of the community.” (65)



“What is the evil in war? Is it the death of some who will soon die in any case, that
others may live in peaceful subjection? This is mere cowardly dislike, not any religious
feeling. The real evils in war are love of violence, revengeful cruelty, fierce and
implacable enmity, wild resistance, and the lust of power, and such like.” (64)

Thomas Aquinas:

Luther:

“In order for a war to be just, three things are necessary. First, the authority of the
sovereign by whose command the war is to be waged. For it is not the business of a
private individual to declare war, because he can seek for redress of his rights from the
tribunal of his superior ... Secondly, a just cause is required, namely that those who are
attacked should be attacked because they deserve it on account of some fault ... Thirdly,
it is necessary that the belligerents should have a rightful intention, so that they intend
the advancement of good, or the avoidance of evil.” Aquinas, Summa Theologica

“What men write about war, saying it is a great plague, is all true. But they should also
consider how great the plague is that war prevents. If people were good and wanted to
keep peace, war would be the greatest plague on earth. But what are you going to do
about the fact that people will not keep the peace, but rob, steal, kill, outrage women
and children, and take away property and honor?” Luther, from Whether Soldiers, Too,
Can be Saved.

John Calvin:

“It is the dictate both of natural equity, and of the nature of the office, therefore, that
princes are armed, not only to restrain the crimes of private individuals by judicial
punishments, but also to defend the territories committed to their charge by going to
war against any hostile aggression; and the Holy Spirit, in many passages of Scripture,
declares such wars to be lawful.” Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion.



Four Key Requirements in Just War Theory:

V. Special Case



